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Tools for Churches (R1)
Engaging with your Community
	The Bishop of Norwich has stated that:

‘Schools are our greatest mission field’
‘I pray that incumbents and parishioners can all work together in the ministry and service of the school and in helping to further God’s kingdom in the place where you live, attend school and worship together’.

	Exploring the church space


	Do invite schools and other uniformed organisations (Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers or Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, St Johns Ambulance, Military Cadet organisations) to explore the space of the church.  

They might be able to use the church to gain a badge or help them towards their Queens Guide or Scout Award. For schools they will know what aspect of the curriculum they want to explore – this may not be RE. Show schools that they can do: link to lessons 
Maths

History

English

Music

Science

Art  / Technology

Geography

Drama

The space in your church might prove perfect for a PSHE day or a community cohesion day or a talent contest etc. 

	How to use visits to support funding bids 
	By engaging creatively with your local schools and / or other community groups through Inspired Classrooms, you will be supporting and understanding their curriculum and wider learning needs.  Schools are also a great ‘way in’ to deeper community engagement. The ‘public benefits’ brought about by and through Inspired Classrooms can therefore be used as key evidence for any funding bids that your church wishes to make.  So remember to take photos, seek feedback and evaluate the school (and other) visits and use this in your funding applications!


	Some suggested Do’s and Don’ts

	Do…
	Don’t…

	· Do find out what the group leader wants to achieve; will they need the church for an hour, an afternoon, a day. 

· Do show the resources on the website particularly the QR codes, information panels and challenges. 

· Do allow the space of the church to be used creatively – it may get messy, it may be noisy!  This is positive noise. 
· Do let the ‘awe and wonder’ of the building be enough – worship may not be needed. 

· Do ask the visit leader for colour photocopies of the children’s finished work for a display in the church.
· Do ask for photographs with permission to use for display in the church.

	· Don’t take over: let the group leader / teacher lead sessions and use the clergy / volunteers where appropriate.

· Don’t feel the need to talk or give a speech or presentation. Children and adults are happy to explore and ask questions rather than be told what they want to hear.   
· Don’t feel the need to ‘shush’ children, but rather let them explore and enjoy the space in their own ways. 
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